
2022 PRESIDENT'S REPORT

2022 has been another fast-paced year and a positive one in terms of a successful and cohesive team leading
the organisation to committed funding received and many projects on the go. QAST’s main service has still
been that of member and non-member general enquiries and membership renewals.

Membership is currently down on last year at around 440 members. This is down on how we finished last
year, and it is affecting the budget negatively. But the staff and committee are looking into and undertaking
ways to increase and retain memberships going forward. 

A number of significant intiatives have occurred this year for QAST, that we believe will be of great value and
growth to the organisation. They are as follows:

QAST, after signing a 3-year contract with Health and Wellbeing Qld (HWQ) for the Healthier Tuckshops
Project, has received further funding from HWQ as part of the Queensland Obesity Program.

QAST staffing has been a big positive step with increased capacity for so many extra opportunities to be
pursued. The team really compliment one another and work well together to be very efficient and
productive. This year we welcomed three new Project Officers; Donna Moyle (Healthier Tuckshops), Natalie
Farrugia (Healthy Eats) and Astri Candrarini (Connections through Cooking). We bid farewell to Parivash who
is furthering her career in the health administration space, and sadly said goodbye to Mary who is ill and
cannot continue to work. We wish Mary a speedy recovery.

The new website is live and active with our communication and engagement in social media being a highlight
of 2022.

Another positive step with QAST this year is the meetings and opportunities the team have had to engage in
many new partnerships.

Another Tuckshop Day was successfully celebrated at the beginning of November with many convenors from
the tuckshop community sharing their recognition for the amazing work they do in schools all over
Queensland. We also congratulate the Recipe of the Year winner, Dalby South State School with their Sweet
and Sour Chicken recipe.

Current QAST initiatives that took off in 2021 have continued to grow this year and members have engaged
with them in various numbers. A special mention must go to Parivash with her accomplishments and passion
for the Connections through Cooking program that has helped many volunteers from multicultural
backgrounds help find temporary positions and gain experience and employability skills. We are enjoying
watching Astri continue her wonderful work.

Thank you to all our members for their ongoing contribution to our Association and we look forward to
another successful and exciting year ahead in 2023.

Candice Coopmans
President


